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.. The MAILING DATE of this communica tion appears on the cover sheet with we correspondence aaaress - 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

. If NO period for reply is specified above the ™~ stetu °^ .^^^^Sffio ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

iSSy-re^^ 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )g| Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 April 2002 . 
2a)B This action is FINAL 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal I matters prosecutor , as to the ments » 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 2io. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) hSQ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6M Claim(s) U30 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) B Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)iSI All b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 El Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this Nafona. Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached defiled Office action for a list of the certified cop.es not received. 
14G Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional app.icat.on). 

a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been rece^ 
15)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnorrty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) „ „ . , 

4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). ■ 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) „ |nforma| patent A p p | ication (PT 0-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5 LJ 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6)U ° m 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 and 103 



basis for the rejections under this section . made m to Office action. 



A person shall be entitled to a P^^' .V^Jf^ a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 

2. Claims 10-15 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being c,ear.y anticipated by 
Nara et al. (,841). 

• • ♦ * nn nf ^ I J S C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

3 The following is a quotation ot 35 u.&a- i*»w 

Obviousness rejections set forth ^ S J^^^ identically disclosed or described as set forth in 

manner in which the invention was made. 

4 Claitns 1-9, 16-23, and 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpa.en.hle 
overNaraetal.^eoases of rejectionas of record in Paper No. .2 mailed on .2,6/01. 



Response to Arguments 

. j * o ™n? have been fully considered but they are not 
5 . Applicant's arguments filed April 8, 2002, have been rui y 

persuasive. 
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distinguishes them from the references. 

Kara dearly discloses "signais", and plates or "processes" them hence a "signal 
processing system", with which "adegree of interference of the one measurement axis" (e.g. a 
measurement made by an interferometer along 82) "is estimated" (to be the same as, a, the tune 
of S7J "a measurement resuH for the another measurement axis" (SI), "and an initial value" (of 
S2) "is set on the basis of the estimated degree of interference and a phase measured with the one 
measurement axis" (i.e„ on the basis of a measurement made by interferometer along SI). 

Nara's second interferometer along S2 dearly measures "an amount of positional 
deviation" (along thesis, from the "predetermined reference" ,-axis position, and also 

the first measurement range". 



Conclusion 

Tins ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant 
8. Maintaining rejection on the same bases, THIS ACTION 

is reminded of the extension of time policy as set form in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to mis final action is se, to expire THREE 

MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
4 e end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 

CFR 1..36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 

date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phil Natividad whose telephone number is 703-306-5944. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday and alternating Mondays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank G. Font, can be reached on 703-308-4881 . 

,„ view of delays in mail delivery in recent days, we at the ^^^^S^^ Min 

transmissions and route them to the V^^^^^^^^ numbers associated 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 

j -mi 8T7 <n 1 8 nr 703-308-7722 for regular communications ana 

Z^n M19 or '703-30 7722 for After Final communications. Tech Center 2800 Customer 
703-872-93 1 9 or 703 308 / III tor a ^ or rela(mg t0 the 

sSSn or S to the recep.ion.st whose telephone 

number is 703-308-0956. 




FRANK G. FONT 

Phil Natividad SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

Patent Examiner TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 
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May 1,2002 



